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Spider bites are common. There are two important groups of spiders
in Australia — funnel web spiders and redback spiders. All other
spiders are rarely of any clinical significance.

Funnel-web spiders (Large black spiders)

Funnel-web spider envenomation is rare but potentially lethal. ™
All large black spiders should be assumed to be funnel-web spiders.
Funnel-web spiders are found within southern Queensland up to
approximately Gladstone and the mountain region near Mossman. 2!

Redback spiders

Redback spider bites are common, but rarely life-threatening. i
Clinical features can be distressing for the patient and pain can
be difficult to manage.
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Funnel-web spiders

Localised severe pain at bite site
Puncture/fang marks are often visible

Signs and symptoms of envenomation
(may occur within 10 minutes):[

general: nausea, vomiting,
abdominal pain, headache

neurological: muscular spasm,
numbness/tingling and fasciculations

autonomic: diaphoresis, salivation,
piloerection, lacrimation, hypertension,
tachycardia or bradycardia

cardiovascular: pulmonary oedema,
myocardial injury

central: agitation, drowsiness, coma



Clinical features (cont.) CPG: Clinician safety

CPG: Standard cares

Redback spider

Manage as per appropriate CPG:

e Local and regional signs and symptoms

include: Arrest. shock e CPG: Resuscitation - Adult
e CPG: Shock
- Pain increasing over hours, radiating
from the bite site and can last for days
- Diaphoresis, piloerection (involuntary
bristling of hairs) Funnel-web or large black Apply pressure immobilisation
.. . unidentified spider? bandage if limb bite
e Systemic signs and symptoms include: \ -
- Nausea and vomiting, headache,
generalised pain . IV access
- Less commonly: ertension, * Analgesia
L ly: hypert Analg
agitation, fever, paraesthesia, Redback spider? * IVfluid
muscle spasms, priapism ° IPPV
Pre-notify as appropriate
(antivenom may be required)

Consider:

Y

Additional information o Ice-pack Transport to hospital
e IVaccess > Pre-notify as appropriate
e Anti-venom is recommended for Funnel Web Spider e Analgesia N
envenomation. Cases of suspected envenomation

should be urgently transported to hospital with
appropriate pre-notification.

Note: Clinicians are only
+ to perform procedures for
+  which they have received ;
+  specific training and ;
+  authorisation by the QAS.
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